Chronologically, it seems that these are the first nations outside of Israel and Judah against which judgment is prophesied. They are all immediate
neighbors of Israel and were in direct contact not just politically but religiously in their perpetual worship of false gods and exporting of same to
Israel time and again. 4 of the 6 have familial connections to Israel: Aram from whence came Abraham, Edom the descendants of Jacob’s brother
Esau, and Ammon and Moab the sons of Abraham’s nephew Lot. Tyre at times had a very close and affectionate “brother-like” relationship,
particularly through David and Solomon. Philistia appears to be the only nation with no relationship connection and was a perpetual, outright enemy
of Israel.
Although some of the cities mentioned as originally belonging to these nations exist even to this day, these original people groups have long ceased
to exist in tact. Their lands and cities have long been overtaken by other groups, sometimes changing hands several times, even though it appears
that the new groups intermingled with the original have inherited the same attitudes toward Israel as the original did. What God did to them should
have served as an example not just to Israel and Judah, but to the even larger coming empires who would rule over the Middle East. These smaller,
neighboring kingdoms all had in common the mistreatment of Israel, the desire to take Israel’s inheritance for themselves, and the completely
forsaking of the One True God for false gods, even becoming missionaries in effect for those false gods.
It might be important to note that ultimately they were invaded and carried away by the same empires who came against Israel and Judah. The
difference as to why Israel has miraculously not just survived but is being revived is a powerful illustration of the difference between choosing the
One True God and an alternate. In the End Times, this repeats itself in that Christ intervenes on Israel’s behalf while Satan gathers all the nations
against Him. Israel survives and the rest are destroyed because of the spiritual revival that will take place that reconciles Israel to Jesus the
Messiah while the others embrace a false Messiah in the work and person of the Antichrist.
It is interesting to note that these nations are also mentioned in Psalm 83, a scenario which has never taken place historically and thus must be
fulfilled at some future point. In some way, what is described in Joel foreshadows something which will take place again in the Last Days. It is also
interesting to note that Joel, being the first prophetic pronouncement by a Prophet against nations for their mistreatment of others, parallels the last
time Christ deals with the nations as described in the Olivet Discourse in Matthew 25. The nations are gathered together and divided into “sheep”
and “goats” solely on the criteria of how they, too, treated others.
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